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What God Has
Joined Together

 
 

When the Pharisees test Jesus about divorce, He
doesn’t mince words in reply. God designed
marriage between man and woman to be
indissoluble— “What God has joined together,
man must not divide"—and fruitful—“Let the
children come to me; do not prevent them."
When a man and woman promise themselves in
marriage, they form a one-flesh bond, which
God seals with His life-giving blessing for the
continuance of the human race.

Many of our Lord’s teachings sparked
controversy in His day, as they do in ours. More
than a few of His hearers then said what many
think now: “This is a hard saying; who can
accept it?”

Such resistance did not lead Jesus to soften His
words in order to make them easier to swallow.
Instead, He challenged those who heard Him to
adopt a completely new standpoint: "Whoever
does not accept the Kingdom of God like a child
will not enter it."

What is there about our childhood experience
that prepares us to enter into marriage in the
Lord?

I think of an infant I baptized years ago whose
adoptive parents first laid eyes on their new
daughter at an orphanage in China. There she
had passed her first years unnoticed,

unaccepted, unattended, and unloved. More
quickly than most, this little girl learned what
the Creator observed of Adam before he made
Eve’s acquaintance: "It is not good for man to be
alone."

One biblical insight points ahead to another.
“This is why a man leaves his father and his
mother and clings to his wife”: to overcome the
hardness of heart that locks us humans into
loneliness. “And God blessed them and said to
them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply.’” Over time,
children absorb the lesson from their parents
and married relatives: husband and wife cling
to each other to strengthen each other, to release
one another to the widening circle of
companionship and care that we experience
throughout childhood and youth. The
indispensable originators of our life become the
irreplaceable providers for our life at every turn
along the way. Mother and father teach daughter
and son to be sister and brother and thereby
overcome loneliness with love. In the words of
Leonard Cohen, “It begins with your family, and
soon it comes ‘round to your soul.”

Jesus explicitly extracts His teaching on
marriage from the biblical account of “the
beginning of creation” in the Book of Genesis.
The world comes to be as God patiently and
repeatedly creates distinctions: light and
darkness, evening and morning, sun and moon,
earth and sea, birds and fish, man and woman.

According to Genesis, “The Lord God built up
into a woman the rib that He had taken from the
man.” God deliberately distinguished woman
from man to set the stage for man’s work of
recognition of his human partner: “This one . . . is
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh,” Adam
says, as Eve’s shared humanity comes into focus.

Recognition comes to completion in the marital
distinction: “This one is irreplaceable in my life;
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no one else can take her place at my side.” The
mutually acknowledged irreplaceability of
husband and wife extends itself in loving
recognition to the circle of irreplaceability we
call the family. In the words of St. Augustine,
“God established marriage so that the chastity of
women might make children known to their
fathers and fathers to their children.”


